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WIN THI LOST. BUILD THE BELIEVERS. EQUIP THE WORKERS.

A Year of Umoja: Part 4
By Adrienne Curry, M.Div.
Director of the Office of Black Catholic Ministries

In the fourth installment of “A Year of Umoja,” Umoja (unity), is the first and foundational principle of
the Nguzo Saba. Without it, all the other principles suffer.

Culture plays a vital role in shaping our identities, building connections, and fostering resilience. For
the Black community, preserving and celebrating cultural heritage is essential for promoting pride,
unity, and empowerment. Culture holds significant importance for the Black community in several
ways:

+ 1. Identity and Pride: Culture provides a sense of identity and pride, helping Black individuals
understand and celebrate our unique history, heritage, and contributions to society.

e 2. Unity and Connection: Shared cultural experiences and traditions can foster unity and
connection within the Black community, promoting social cohesion and collective strength.

+ 3. Resilience and Empowerment: Cultural practices and narratives can serve as sources of
inspiration, resilience, and empowerment, helping the Black community navigate and overcome
systemic challenges.

Despite the importance of culture, the Black community often faces unique challenges that threaten
cultural preservation and expression:

o 1. Cultural Appropriation: The appropriation of Black cultural practices and symbols by individuals
and entities from outside the community can result in misrepresentation, exploitation, and loss of
cultural ownership.

e 1. Systemic Racism: Systemic racism and discrimination can contribute to the devaluation of
Black culture, perpetuating negative stereotypes and undermining the importance of cultural
preservation.

o 2. Limited Resources and Representation: The Black community may face limited access to
resources and platforms to support cultural preservation and expression, hindering the celebration
and promotion of our rich heritage.



To address these challenges and promote the preservation and celebration of Black culture, it is
essential to foster inclusive community discussions that prioritize the voices and experiences of the
Black community. Here are three key reasons why community dialogues are crucial:

» 1. Honoring and Elevating Black Voices: Community discussions provide a platform for Black
individuals to share their experiences, stories, and perspectives, ensuring that the richness of
Black culture is recognized and celebrated.

o 2. Challenging Stereotypes and Misconceptions: Engaging in open and honest conversations can
help to challenge and dismantle stereotypes and misconceptions about Black culture, fostering
greater understanding and appreciation.

o 3. Collaborating on Cultural Initiatives: Community dialogues can facilitate collaboration on
cultural initiatives, such as art exhibitions, cultural events, and educational programs that
empower the Black community and elevate our cultural contributions.

Culture is a powerful force that shapes our identities, builds connections, and fosters resilience. By
engaging in inclusive community discussions, we can honor and elevate the richness of Black culture,
challenge stereotypes and misconceptions, and collaborate on initiatives that celebrate the unique
heritage and contributions of the Black community. It is time to recognize the importance of culture
and its impact on the Black community and to come together to ensure that the beauty and strength
of Black culture are preserved, celebrated and cherished for generations to come.



Take a Walk Today

You miss a lot by driving or riding in a car or bus. When you walk, you’ll likely see more, a lot
more. People, buildings, trees, flowers, garbage, dogs, houses and so much more -it’s all out
there to see. Walking does that, it makes it possible to see the world close-up.

For many years, “prayer walks” were popular in Baltimore City. Walks and marches for peace
and justice are centuries old. Walking with meaning, intention, or purpose is part of the work
for justice. Where and when have you walked with others?

Throughout the Civil Rights Movement, African American leaders utilized "walks for justice"
as a powerful tactic to protest racial injustice, most notably exemplified by the Selma to
Montgomery marches, where activists led by Martin Luther King Jr. walked to advocate for
voting rights, facing violent opposition from authorities, ultimately drawing national attention
to the issue and galvanizing support for the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Other significant "walks for justice" include James Meredith's solitary march through
Mississippi, which later became the "March Against Fear" led by other civil rights leaders after
Meredith was shot, and the March on Washington where a large group of protesters marched
peacefully to the Lincoln Memorial to demand civil rights legislation. i
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Jubilee 2025

Pilgrims of Hope

The Vatican and the city of Rome are expecting an estimated 35
million people to flock to the Eternal City for the 2025 Jubilee Year of
Hope - the first ordinary jubilee since the Great Jubilee of 2000. It is
also the 2,025th anniversary of the Incarnation of Our Lord.

A jubilee is a special holy.year of grace and pilgrimage in the Catholic
Church. It typically takes place once every 25 years, though the pope
can call for extraordinary jubilee years more often, such as in the case
of the 2016 Year of Mercy or the 2013 Year of Faith.

The Jubilee year will offer the faithful opportunities to participate in
various jubilee events at the Vatican and in dioceses around the
world. The great tradition of opening the Holy Door will begin when
Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica on December
24,2024. Other holy doors will be opened at the Rome basilicas of St.
John Lateran, St. Mary Majoy and St. Paul Outside the Walls. For
pilgrims who cannot travel to Rome, bishops around the world are
expected to designate their cathedrals or a popular Catholic shrine as
special places of prayer for Holy Year pilgrims, offering opportunities
for reconciliation, indulgences and other events intended to
strengthen and revive faith. The Jubilee prayer can be found below.



The Jubilee Prayer

Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
ayearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever.
Amen






Bishop Fernand Joseph Cheri lll, OFM
January 28-1952- March 21, 2023

Bishop Fernand Joseph “Ferd” Cheri lll, OFM was a member of the Order of Friars Minor and
served as an auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of New Orleans from 2015 until his death in
2023.

Born in New Orleans to Fernand Jr. and Gladys Cheri, he received his high school education
at St. John Vianney Preparatory Seminary in New Orleans. He went on to study at St. Joseph
Seminary College in Covington, Louisiana, and Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans.

Cheri was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of New Orleans by Archbishop Philip Hannan
on May 20, 1978, after his ordination, Cheri received a Master of Theology degree from Xavier
University of Louisiana Institute for Black Catholic Studies in New Orleans. After serving in
parishes in New Orleans, he entered the novitiate of the Sacred Heart Province of the Order
of Friars Minor (Franciscans) in 1992, professing solemn vows in the order in 1996. As a
Franciscan he served as chaplain at Hales Franciscan Hight School in Chicago from 1994 to
1996. He served as pastor in Nashville, Tennessee, as member of the provincial council for
the Franciscan Province of the Sacred Heart, St. Benedict the Black Friary in East St. Louis,
Illinois, as well as campus ministry at Xavier University and Quincy University.

Bishop Cheri’s motto was “God is my strength.” He wrote articles and books on African
American Catholic liturgy and served as an archivist of Black religious music.
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Celebrant: Archbishop
William Lori




National Day of Prayer for the African

American and African Family

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2025

As we eagerly anticipate the 36th celebration of the Na-
tional Day of Prayer for the African American and African
Family, we are reminded of the profound importance of
community and shared values in our lives.

In this spirit, we are pleased to announce the release of
the updated prayer pamphlet for 2025, a vital resource
designed to enrich your observance of heritage and
faith. This pamphlet contains an inspiring reflection writ-
ten by Therese Wilson Favors, and the original Prayer for
the African American and African Family written by Fr.
Jim Goode, OFM, who in 1889 founded this Mational Day

of Prayer. Rev. Jim Goode, OFM

We encourage you to download copies of this resource
for your family, and share it with others in your commu-
nity, fostering an uplifting experience that strengthens
the spirit of togetherness among families and friends.

Therese Wilson Favors






] Robert M. Groves o
Interim President of Georgetown University

cordially invites you to join us for a series of events celebrating

The Centennial Year
of Xavier University of Louisiana
4
Reynold Verret, Ph.D.
President of Xavier University of Louisiana

will offer the 2025 Bernardin Lecture

Unity of the Liberal Arts
Sciences & Humanities, Faith & Reason and Catholic Higher Education

Tuezdav, February 4, 2025
5:00 p.m.
Riggs Library
Healy Hall, Third Floor

reception to follow

L

Reflecting on the Significance
of the Institute for Black Catholie Studies

and the Journey Toward Reconciliation
Exhibition and Lecture

featuring

Father Timothy P. Kesicki, 5.J.
Board member, Descendants Truth & Reconciliation Foundation

Monigue Maddox
President & CEQ, Descendants Truth & Reconciliation Foundation

Thursday, February 27, 2025
4:00 p.m.
Murrav Room
Lawinger Library, Fifth Floor

reception to follow

—_+_—

Georgetown University
37th & O Street, N'W
Washington, D.C. 20057

Please zend any questions or accommodation requests to
PresidentialEvents(@ georgetown.edu.




Your help is urgently needed! Let your members of Congress know that you are deeply
concerned about the Administration’s recent decision to stop work on almost all U.S. foreign
assistance programs. This freeze will be detrimental to millions of our sisters and brothers
who need access to lifesaving humanitarian, health and development assistance.

The Administration has begun to issue immediate stop work orders on almost all foreign aid
as they review State Department and USAID programs between now and April 20. New
administrations usually review ongoing programs against their policy goals. However,
ceasing almost all lifesaving humanitarian and development assistance during that time will
have real impacts for human life and dignity and on U.S. national interests.

As people of faith, let us stand shoulder to shoulder with our sisters and brothers in need.
Tell Congress to engage with the Administration to continue allowing foreign assistance
programs to operate during the review process.

U.S. foreign aid is not a handout. It has real impact on human life and dignity and advances
U.S national interests. It provides lifesaving assistance in emergencies and supports long-
term development programs that help families and communities build resilience, reducing
the need for humanitarian aid in the future.

By advocating today, your voice can help:
e - |nfants access clean water.
e « Farmers feed their families.
e « Children receive critical medications to fight disease.

Thank you for taking action today! Together, let us continue to work for a world where all
people can reach their God-given potential.

Did you know? Research shows that constituents’ voices have significant influence on
congressional members’ decision-making, especially when communications are
personalized—Ilike sharing a story or demonstrating the impact an issue will have in the
district or state. Don’t forget to personalize your message!
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for young
adults
ages 18-35

Cost $100

June 7-13, 2025
McAllen, TX

Plan and lead crafts and games with
children at the ARISE Summer Program
| earn about border issues

Spend time with the Sisters of Mercy
Flight, housing and food provided

Sistersof | = Yfl
Mercy Hermanas de la
Misericordia
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JOIN THE SISTERS OF MERCY
NEW MEMBERSHIP TEAM
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CATHOLIC
MOBILIZING
NETWORK

Dear Adrienne,

We're excited to share a refreshed version of our popular Intro to Restorative
Justice workshop. We've carefully crafted this shortened format to include the

content and experience that participants say are most impactful.

In this 2-hour workshop on Friday, February 28 you will:

the foundational principles of restorative justice as they
relate to Catholic teaching.

the testimony of Heather Thompson, who went
through a restorative process after her brother's murder, and

became a practitioner of restorative justice.

in a small group circle process, to experience &
foundational restorative practice firsthand.

how restorative practices can be applied in various

settings, including parishes and ministry.

EVENT DETAILS

Intro to Restorative Justice

Date: Friday, February 28, 2025
Time: 12-2 p.m. ET {3-11 a.m. PT)
Suggested Donation: $30
Location: Virtual via Zoom. The event will not be recorded.







SALT OF THE EARTH &

LIGHT OF THE WORLD
Prayer Group for All Ages

singles, couples, families
minors (under 18) must be with an adult

1 & 3™ Thursday of the Month ¢« 6:30 to 8 PM

Holy Family Catholic Church
9531 Liberty Road
Randallstown, Maryland 21133

A time for praise and worship,
praying the Rosary,
meditating on the Word of God,
& intercessory prayer.

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH

Randallstown, Maryland | www.holyfamilyrandallstown.org



WOMEN OF NEW ALL SAINTS CHURCH
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE

Drawing to be held on

Sunday, April 27, 2025

frneed not be present fo win)

art the

23" Annual Bull & Oyster Roast

AT MARTIN’S WEST
6817 Dogwood Road — Windsor Mill, MD 21244

1st Prize:
Lenova IdeaPad 1 15.6" Intel Pentium | 4GB RAM | 12868 eMMC | Windows 115 [ 1-Year Office 365 Personal

2nd Prize:

Amazon Fire HD 10 tablet (newest model) built for refaxation, 10.1" vibrant Full HD screen, octa-core processor,
3 GE RAM, 32 GR, Black

3rd Prize: $100 Visa Gift Card

FOR TICKETS CONTACT:
Mary Collins (410) 922-6008 or any WNAS member
Donation: $3.00

Darlene Hall, WNAS President



WOMEN OF NEW ALL SAINTS CHURCH
23rd Annual Bull & Oyster Roast

SUNDAY, APRIL 27, Eﬂ!!
100 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.

MARTIN’S WEST - 6817 Dogwood Road, Windsor Mill, MD 21244

Donation: $75.00
MENU et

Oysters & Clams on the Half Shell
{ﬂl;ucked to order, with tangy cocktail sauce and lemon weﬂgem

= Iestl_r,' llmflemade Oyster Stew, Homemade Soup du Jour, Fried Pm:hleq qystﬂ'n

| |, |" S Hot Buffet
-' / // chef carved Pit Beef, Turkey, Ham, Fried Chicken, friedfish
Beef}ln{ Dogs & Sauerkraut, Macaroni & Cheese, Mashed Potatoes & Gr&u}f \
and String Beans a4

Cold Buffet
Creamy Cole Slaw, Tuna Salad, Homemade Chicken Salad, Rolls, and
Freshly Tossed Greens with a huge array of fixin's and condiments
Dessert/ Beverages

Assorted Fresh Fruit and Assorted Desserts
Coffee Station with Regular, Decaf & Tea, Ice Cold Beer, and Assorted Soda

r
/

OPEN BAR

-

Note: Food will be available from ipm-4pm and Beer will be available from 1pm-5pm.
OUTSIDE BEVERAGES ARE NO LONGER ALLOWED ON THE PREMISES AT HAEI‘IH*BWHI'
,«*' k

PAYMENT OPTIONS: CASH, CHECK or CashApp

g
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FR.CHESTER P. SMITH
NATIONAL BLACK CATHOLIC

MEN’S CONFERENCE

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
September 4th - 7th, 2025

2 Poydras Street
New Orleans, Louisiana

Click on or type the passkey link for hotel reservations
https://book.passkey.com/e/509610024

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CHECK THE

BOWMAN-FRANCIS MINISTRY WEBSITE AT
WWW BEAWMANERANCIC ARC



Robertas THOUSE

A Family Grief Support Conted

Compassion in Action:
Equipping You to Comfort and Heal

2025 Bereavement Ministry
Training S5chedule

January 31-February 1

April 25-April 26

Juby 18-Juty 19

Cctober 3-Ckctober 4

The Raberta's Howse 2025 Beresvement Minigtry Training provides esential kil for supporting individuals

through grief. This program cowers the emotional and spiritual aspecis of lass, offering practical tools far com-
passionate care, achve listening, and creating supportive spaces for healing. Whether you're mew b9 bersae-
menk ministry o seeking to deepen your knowledge, this training prepares yau to help others during their tme
ioff need.

$125 per registrant. Individuals who cormplete this training will receive a certificate of completion.



2025 Volunteer Training Schedule

loberta's Hause Volunteer Training provides individuals with
he skills and knowledge to support grieving children, families,
ind communities. The comprehensive training program egquips
alumtesrs with grief and trauma support technigues, effective

ammunication, and sctve listening.

Walumbeers l=arn bo facilitate proup sessions and assist in creating a safe, supportive ervironment for those sxpe-

riencing lows. By becoming a valunteer, individuak play & wital rale in fostering healing and hope, cantributing to
Roberta's House's mission of building stranger, resilient cormmunities through compassionate care.

Winter

Fabruary 3rd amd 10th, 500 PR-2:2030 PR

February Bth and 15th, 28:30 Ak-4:00 PM

Spring
June 9th amd 16th, 500 PR-E:00 P

June 1d4th and 31, 830 AR-4:00 PR

Fall

Oetaber 13th and 20th, 5:00 PR-2:00 PRA

Octaber 18th and 25th, B30 AM-2:00 PR

All training sessians will be held at Roberta's House, 9338 £ North Svepue, Baltimare, BD 21502, Virtual
asttendance & optional upon request. Registration is reguired. Far more information contact Kelli B Brooks,
(410 25355633 ext. 106 ar by email kbrooks@Erohertashouie.ong.




% damascus

catholic youth: & 7
summercamp.; .
OHIO e eI

ARCHBALT WEEK
JULY 27 - AUG 1

Interested?
Contact Becky Needham for details:

bneedham.olph@gmail.com



Archdiocese of Baltimore Delegation Packet
National Catholic Youth Conference
Indianapolis, IN, November 20-22, 2025

At the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC), high school youth and their adult leaders have
the opportunity to gather in the Eucharistic heart of the United States: Indianapolis, host city for
the 2024 National Eucharistic Congress!

The National Catholic Youth Conference (MCYC) is the premiere Catholic youth event on a national
scale that gathers people from across America for alife-changing encounter with Christ. Thousands
of young people and their adult leaders will gather for this powerfully unique three-day experience
of prayer, community, evangelization, catechesis, service, and empowerment for Catholic high
schoolers and their adult chaperones, AtNCYC 2023, therewere 12,071 attendees, 242 priests and
deacons, 22 bishops, and 130 exhibitors.

NCYC dates to 1983 when it started as a regional conference, NCYC is now offered every yvear,
alternating between Indianapolis, Indiana and Long Beach, California. Indy will be visited yet again
in Movember 2025, by pilgrims walking with (and seeking) Jesus, the Great | AM! [This year's
theme is | Am/ Yo Soy.) And the Premier See wants YOU to be there!

Wh at to expect at NCYC:

Inspiring Speakers! Recent past emcees and keynote speakers include: 5r. Josephine Garrett,
CSEN, Katie Prejean McGrady, PJ Anderson, Rhyan Ramirez (Bro Rhy), , Steve Angrisano,
ValLimar Jansen, Brian Butler, 5r. Jude Andrew, OP, and Fr. John Kartje.

+ Breakout sessions that speak to the real-world concerns and hopes of teens and parents, and
those who minister with them

+ Mass & Adoration - Enter into the Real Presence with thousands, including Bishaps!

+ (Ongoing opportunities for prayer and Reconciliation, including the Sacrament of Confession,
Divine Mercy Chaplet, recitation of the Holy Rosary, Eucharistic Adoration, and more!

«  Music & Worship - From chant to Gospel, from praise & worship music to holy silence, music
during worship at NCYC is top notch. Plus past NCYCs have included entertainment led by
artists like For King & Country and Matt Maher!

= |nteractive Exhibits - Games, crafts, obstacle courses, service opportunities, meetups, live
radio shows, challenges, and much more!



NEW ALL SAINTS CHURCH TRAVEL
PRESENTS
FOOTSTEPS OF SAINT PAUL TOUR AND CRUISE

October 1-11, 2025

11 Days/9 Nights - $5,095.00 Air and Land
Single Supplement: $1,014.00

Initial Deposit $400.00 Due: June 30, 2024
Final Payment Due: June 1, 2025
Non-refundable Amount: $140.00

Hosted by: FATHER UJUNWA PATRICK OKEAHIALAM, cssp.

Our Features:

* Arrangements from Dulles Airport
* 7 nights lodging in 4-star-Hotels.
2 nights standard inside cabins on cruise (double occupancy)

Tips to drivers, guides, and hotel staff are included.

All guides, entrances, and transportation Services on long-distance deluxe motorcoach.
Full-time English-speaking Greek Tour guide.

Porterage at hotel & cruise

Have gquestions! Contact Ms. Gloria Herndon, Coordinator | 410-542-0445 - church | 410-597-8443 - Home



NEW ALL SAINTS CHURCH TRAVEL CLUE

Presents

"NOAH"

At the Sight & Sound Theatre Lancaster, PA.
Thursday, June 19, 2025

Package Includes:

RBoond-trip motorcoach transportation
Admi=s=sion to "HOAH" at Sight & Sonund
Lonch at Miller's Smorgasbord Restanrant
Tax and Meal Gratuity

Y ¥ ¥ Yy

Price §180.00 per person

S25. 00 non-refundable deposit per person due with Reservation form
by OCTOBER 31st,2024; Balance due no later than May 01, 2025

l. For further information & reservations contact:
Floria Herndon - 410-542-0554 (Church O0ffice) Wednesday Only or
410-597-8443 (Home Mo.)

Make checks payable to: NHew All Saints Church Travel
Mail or bring Check & RBegistration to:
Hew 211 Saints Rectory
4408 Liberty Heights Awvenue
Baltimore, Maryland 21207
Attention: Gloria Herndon

MName :

bddress:
Telephone: Cell#:
E-Mail: Adult: Child




have a small business? 4

Send us an email telling us about your business and
let us help you get more support.
OBCM@archbalt.org




HIRING

JOIN OUR TEAM

Educators | Administrators | Support Staff

Archdlocese of Baltimore
Cathollec Schools

Join the Archdiocese of Baltimore Catholic
Schools and embark on a rewarding career In
education. Inspire young minds, foster faith-
based education, and make a lasting impact.
We offer a supportive community, professional
growth opportunities, and competitive benefits.
Help shape the leaders of tomorrow and make
a difference in the lives of students.
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