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A GREETING FROM  
Archbishop Edwin OôBrien 

   
 May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

  

            Earlier this summer, I enjoyed a pilgrimage to World 

Youth Day in Sydney, Australia.   At the closing liturgy, Pope 

Benedict XVI offered some very challenging questions for the 

youth and young adults gathered: 

  

Are you building your lives on firm foundations,  

building something that will endure? 

Are you living your lives in a way that opens up space 

for the Spirit, in the midst of a world that wants to  

forget God, or even reject him in the name of freedom? 

How are you using the gifts you have been given, the power which the Holy Spirit is 

even now prepared to release in you? 

What legacy will you leave to the young people yet to come? 

What difference will you make? 
  

           I invite you to consider these questions in your ministry with young people. The  

Division of Youth and Young Adult Ministry remains ready to serve you in responding to these 

challenges Holy Father. Enclosed in this Directory of Services, you will find many of the pro-

grams and trainings available to support you and the parish and school you serve.  There are 

opportunities to build your ministry upon a firm foundation; to consider the gifts and the long-

ings of the Spirit; as well as to dream regarding the legacy and difference that you will leave 

behind in this world and church. 
  

Of all the many initiatives found within this book, the Archdiocesan Pilgrimage for 

Youth and Young Adults  is the one program in which I invite all parishes and schools to 

strongly support in this upcoming year.  I ask you to continue this great tradition of walking 

the pilgrimage through the streets of Baltimore and visiting the Basilica of the National Shrine 

of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Americaõs first Cathedral.  

 

At World Youth Day, I was proud of our youth and young adults. They grasped of the 

spiritual nature of the pilgrimage upon which they had embarked. They experienced joy re-

counting their experiences of prayer, their love and admiration of our Holy Father, and their 

hopes of translating their deepened faith back into familiar home surroundings. How powerful 

a reminder that these young people are, as Pope John Paul II reminded us at WYD in Denver, 

ònot only the Church of the future but the Church of today.ó I resound with Pope Benedict 

XVIõs declaration in his homily at the Mass inaugurating his papacy: òThe Church is alive. The 

Church is young.ó 

                
      In the Lord,  

 

 

 

 

 

      Edwin F. OõBrien 

            Archbishop of Baltimore 
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Purpose: 

 

 The Division of Youth and Young Adult Ministry exists to provide direction and leader-

ship in ministry to younger and older adolescents, and young adults.  The  Division fosters a 

comprehensive approach to these ministries, encouraging  parishes, Catholic  elementary and 

high schools to be responsive to the spiritual, emotional, psychological, social and physical de-

velopment of youth and young adults.   

 

 The work of evangelization and catechesis are particularly important areas of focus for 

the Division of Youth and Young Adult Ministry.  Evangelization is the work of the whole 

church and the staff works to help the Church be perceived by youth and young adults as a 

place of welcome and a worthy adventure. Likewise, our catechetical efforts seek to assist those 

who are leading young people in the ways of Christian discipleship. 

 

 The Division supports a ministry to, with, by and for youth which òseeks to draw young 

people to a responsible participation in the life, mission and work of the Catholic faith commu-

nity.ó (Renewing the Vision, USCC, 1997) To this end, the Msgr. OõDwyer Retreat House assists 

by guiding young people toward a better understanding of themselves, others and God by pro-

viding quality retreats rooted in the Catholic Tradition. 

 

 The Division supports ministry to young adults which òconnects young adults with Jesus 

Christ, the Church, the mission of the church in the world, and a peer community in which their 

faith is nurtured and strengthened.ó (Sons and Daughters of the Light, USCC, 1996)   

 

 The Office of Higher Education provides Catholic campus ministry, gathering òthe 

Catholics on campus for prayer, worship and learning in order that they might bring the light of 

the Gospel to illumine the concerns and hopes of the academic  community.ó (Empowered by the 

Spirit: Campus Ministry Faces the Future, NCCB, 1985). 



 

 

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

 
STAFF  AT THE  CATHOLIC  CENTER  

 
 

E-Mail:  youngchurch@archbalt.org 

Address:   320 Cathedral Street  

  Baltimore, MD 21201  

Phone:     410-547-5372  

Fax:    410-625-8481 

 

Mark Pacione mpacione@archbalt.org 

 Director 

 

Margaret Brogden  mbrogden@archbalt.org 

 Coordinator of Youth Ministry Formation 

 

D. Scott Miller smiller@archbalt.org 

 Coordinator of  

 Adolescent Faith Formation  

 

Georgina Vaca gvaca@archbalt.org 

 Coordinator of Hispanic Young Adult  

 and Youth Ministry  

 

Kristin Witte  kwitte@archbalt.org 

 Coordinator of Pastoral Care and Justice and Service 

 

Ann Marie C. League aleague@archbalt.org 

 Administrative Assistant 

 

Susan Smith ssmith@archbalt.org 

 Secretary 

Catholic Education Ministries  

    of Western Maryland  

Margie Meyers Director  

MMeyers@archbalt.org 

Marie Grim, Secretary 

300 E. Oldtown Road 

Cumberland, MD 21502 

301-777-9082 

Catholic Education Ministries  

    of Central Maryland  

Chris Weber, Director 

CWeber@archbalt.org 

Judy Williams, Secretary 

Mount St. Maryõs College and Seminary 

Bradley Hall Room  221 

Emmitsburg, MD 21727 

301-447-3707 

www.centralmdcatholic.org  
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